
Ia IIae q. 40 a. 8Whether hope is a help or a hindrance to action?

Objection 1. It would seem that hope is not a help but
a hindrance to action. Because hope implies security. But
security begets negligence which hinders action. There-
fore hope is a hindrance to action.

Objection 2. Further, sorrow hinders action, as stated
above (q. 37, a. 3). But hope sometimes causes sorrow:
for it is written (Prov. 13:12): “Hope that is deferred af-
flicteth the soul.” Therefore hope hinders action.

Objection 3. Further, despair is contrary to hope, as
stated above (a. 4). But despair, especially in matters of
war, conduces to action; for it is written (2 Kings 2:26),
that “it is dangerous to drive people to despair.” Therefore
hope has a contrary effect, namely, by hindering action.

On the contrary, It is written (1 Cor. 9:10) that “he
that plougheth should plough in hope. . . to receive fruit”:
and the same applies to all other actions.

I answer that, Hope of its very nature is a help to ac-
tion by making it more intense: and this for two reasons.
First, by reason of its object, which is a good, difficult but
possible. For the thought of its being difficult arouses our
attention; while the thought that it is possible is no drag
on our effort. Hence it follows that by reason of hope man

is intent on his action. Secondly, on account of its effect.
Because hope, as stated above (q. 32, a. 3), causes plea-
sure; which is a help to action, as stated above (q. 33, a. 4).
Therefore hope is conducive to action.

Reply to Objection 1. Hope regards a good to be ob-
tained; security regards an evil to be avoided. Wherefore
security seems to be contrary to fear rather than to belong
to hope. Yet security does not beget negligence, save in
so far as it lessens the idea of difficulty: whereby it also
lessens the character of hope: for the things in which a
man fears no hindrance, are no longer looked upon as dif-
ficult.

Reply to Objection 2. Hope of itself causes plea-
sure; it is by accident that it causes sorrow, as stated above
(q. 32, a. 3, ad 2).

Reply to Objection 3. Despair threatens danger in
war, on account of a certain hope that attaches to it. For
they who despair of flight, strive less to fly, but hope to
avenge their death: and therefore in this hope they fight
the more bravely, and consequently prove dangerous to
the foe.
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