
Suppl. q. 59 a. 3Whether the husband, being converted to the faith, may remain with his wife is she
be unwilling to be converted?

Objection 1. It would seem that when a husband
is converted to the faith he cannot remain with his wife
who is an unbeliever and is unwilling to be converted,
and whom he had married while he was yet an unbe-
liever. For where the danger is the same one should take
the same precautions. Now a believer is forbidden to
marry an unbeliever for fear of being turned away from
the faith. Since then if the believer remain with the un-
believer whom he had married previously, the danger is
the same, in fact greater, for neophytes are more eas-
ily perverted than those who have been brought up in
the faith, it would seem that a believer, after being con-
verted, cannot remain with an unbeliever.

Objection 2. Further, “An unbeliever cannot remain
united to her who has been received into the Christian
faith” (Decretals, XXVIII, qu. 1, can. Judaei). There-
fore a believer is bound to put away a wife who does not
believe.

Objection 3. Further, a marriage contracted be-
tween believers is more perfect than one contracted be-
tween unbelievers. Now, if believers marry within the
degrees forbidden by the Church, their marriage is void.
Therefore the same applies to unbelievers, and thus a
believing husband cannot remain with an unbelieving
wife, at any rate, if as an unbeliever he married her
within the forbidden degrees.

Objection 4. Further, sometimes an unbeliever has
several wives recognized by his law. If, then, he can
remain with those whom he married while yet an unbe-
liever, it would seem that even after his conversion he
can retain several wives.

Objection 5. Further, it may happen that after di-
vorcing his first wife he has married a second, and that
he is converted during this latter marriage. It would
seem therefore that at least in this case he cannot remain
with this second wife.

On the contrary, The Apostle counsels him to re-
main (1 Cor. 7:12).

Further, no impediment that supervenes upon a true
marriage dissolves it. Now it was a true marriage when
they were both unbelievers. Therefore when one of
them is converted, the marriage is not annulled on that
account; and thus it would seem that they may lawfully
remain together.

I answer that, The faith of a married person does
not dissolve but perfects the marriage. Wherefore, since
there is true marriage between unbelievers, as stated
above (a. 2, ad 1), the marriage tie is not broken by
the fact that one of them is converted to the faith, but
sometimes while the marriage tie remains, the marriage
is dissolved as to cohabitation and marital intercourse,
wherein unbelief and adultery are on a par, since both
are against the good of the offspring. Consequently, the
husband has the same power to put away an unbeliev-
ing wife or to remain with her, as he has to put away an

adulterous wife or to remain with her. For an innocent
husband is free to remain with an adulterous wife in the
hope of her amendment, but not if she be obstinate in
her sin of adultery, lest he seem to approve of her dis-
grace; although even if there be hope of her amendment
he is free to put her away. In like manner the believer
after his conversion may remain with the unbeliever in
the hope of her conversion, if he see that she is not ob-
stinate in her unbelief, and he does well in remaining
with her, though not bound to do so: and this is what
the Apostle counsels (1 Cor. 7:12).

Reply to Objection 1. It is easier to prevent a thing
being done than to undo what is rightly done. Hence
there are many things that impede the contracting of
marriage if they precede it, which nevertheless cannot
dissolve it if they follow it. Such is the case with affin-
ity (q. 55, a. 6): and it is the same with disparity of
worship.

Reply to Objection 2. In the early Church at the
time of the apostles, both Jews and Gentiles were every-
where converted to the faith: and consequently the be-
lieving husband could then have a reasonable hope for
his wife’s conversion, even though she did not promise
to be converted. Afterwards, however, as time went on
the Jews became more obstinate than the Gentiles, be-
cause the Gentiles still continued to come to the faith,
for instance, at the time of the martyrs, and at the time of
Constantine and thereabouts. Wherefore it was not safe
then for a believer to cohabit with an unbelieving Jew-
ish wife, nor was there hope for her conversion as for
that of a Gentile wife. Consequently, then, the believer
could, after his conversion, cohabit with his wife if she
were a Gentile, but not if she were a Jewess, unless she
promised to be converted. This is the sense of that de-
cree. Now, however, they are on a par, namely Gentiles
and Jews, because both are obstinate; and therefore un-
less the unbelieving wife be willing to be converted, he
is not allowed to cohabit with her, be she Gentile or Jew.

Reply to Objection 3. Non-baptized unbelievers
are not bound by the laws of the Church, but they are
bound by the ordinances of the Divine law. Hence unbe-
lievers who have married within the degrees forbidden
by the Divine law, whether both or one of them be con-
verted to the faith, cannot continue in a like marriage.
But if they have married within the degrees forbidden
by a commandment of the Church, they can remain to-
gether if both be converted, or if one be converted and
there be hope of the other’s conversion.

Reply to Objection 4. To have several wives is con-
trary to the natural law by which even unbelievers are
bound. Wherefore an unbeliever is not truly married
save to her whom he married first. Consequently if he
be converted with all his wives, he may remain with the
first, and must put the others away. If, however, the first
refuse to be converted, and one of the others be con-
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verted, he has the same right to marry her again as he
would have to marry another. We shall treat of this mat-
ter further on (a. 5).

Reply to Objection 5. To divorce a wife is con-
trary to the law of nature, wherefore it is not lawful
for an unbeliever to divorce his wife. Hence if he be

converted after divorcing one and marrying another, the
same judgment is to be pronounced in this case as in
the case of a man who had several wives, because if he
wish to be converted he is bound to take the first whom
he had divorced and to put the other away.
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