Whether God can do anything outside the established order of nature? lag.105a. 6

Obijection 1. It would seem that God cannot do anyas proceeding from Him, not by a natural necessity, but
thing outside the established order of nature. For Aby the choice of His own will; for He could have cre-
gustine (Contra Faust. xxvi, 3) says: “God the Makated another order of things. Wherefore God can do
and Creator of each nature, does nothing against samething outside this order created by Him, when He
ture.” But that which is outside the natural order seershooses, for instance by producing the effects of sec-
to be against nature. Therefore God can do nothing oaidary causes without them, or by producing certain
side the natural order. effects to which secondary causes do not extend. So Au-

Objection 2. Further, as the order of justice is fromgustine says (Contra Faust. xxvi, 3): “God acts against
God, so is the order of nature. But God cannot do artiie wonted course of nature, but by no means does He
thing outside the order of justice; for then He wouldct against the supreme law; because He does not act
do something unjust. Therefore He cannot do anythiagainst Himself.”
outside the order of nature. Reply to Objection 1. In natural things something

Objection 3. Further, God established the order ahay happen outside this natural order, in two ways. It
nature. Therefore it God does anything outside the ordeay happen by the action of an agent which did not give
of nature, it would seem that He is changeable; whithem their natural inclination; as, for example, when a
cannot be said. man moves a heavy body upwards, which does not owe

On the contrary, Augustine says (Contra Faustto him its natural inclination to move downwards; and
xxvi, 3): “God sometimes does things which are conhat would be against nature. It may also happen by the
trary to the ordinary course of nature.” action of the agent on whom the natural inclination de-

| answer that, From each cause there results a cggends; and this is not against nature, as is clear in the
tain order to its effects, since every cause is a principkhb and flow of the tide, which is not against nature; al-
and so, according to the multiplicity of causes, there rrough it is against the natural movement of water in a
sults a multiplicity of orders, subjected one to the othetpwnward direction; for it is owing to the influence of a
as cause is subjected to cause. Wherefore a higher cdiessvenly body, on which the natural inclination of lower
is not subjected to a cause of a lower order; but cdmedies depends. Therefore since the order of nature is
versely. An example of this may be seen in human afiven to things by God; if He does anything outside this
fairs. On the father of a family depends the order ofder, itis not against nature. Wherefore Augustine says
the household; which order is contained in the order @Eontra Faust. xxvi, 3): “That is natural to each thing
the city; which order again depends on the ruler of thehich is caused by Him from Whom is all mode, num-
city; while this last order depends on that of the kindper, and order in nature.”
by whom the whole kingdom is ordered. Reply to Objection 2. The order of justice arises by

If therefore we consider the order of things depencdelation to the First Cause, Who is the rule of all justice;
ing on the first cause, God cannot do anything agaimstd therefore God can do nothing against such order.
this order; for, if He did so, He would act against His Reply to Objection 3. God fixed a certain order in
foreknowledge, or His will, or His goodness. But ithings in such a way that at the same time He reserved to
we consider the order of things depending on any sétimself whatever he intended to do otherwise than by
ondary cause, thus God can do something outside sagbarticular cause. So when He acts outside this order,
order; for He is not subject to the order of secondake does not change.
causes; but, on the contrary, this order is subject to Him,
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